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Dear parents, teachers, and students:

On August 28“‘, the Chinese School of CAACEF held our first classes for the Fall
semester. It was a pleasure to see so many previous students returned, and also delightful
to have new students join our family. Even after more than a month into the semester, we
are still receiving inquiries about our courses. We are very excited to see such
enthusiasm, and we hope that through our course offerings, more and more people can
learn Chinese.

The location of this semester's courses is again at the Winter Park High School (WPHS)
Ninth Grade Center. With the recently finished renovations, it is really wonderful that we
are able to use their state-of-the-art facilities. We’ve been fortunate to have secured a
location at WPHS, and hope to continue our relationship here for years to come.

Unfortunately, we have had a few incidents occur already this year that we hope to
overcome and avoid in the future. Beyond a few complaints from WPHS teachers about
furniture being moved around in their classrooms, we also had a flooding accident on
October 2™, during which one of our students pulled the emergency shower in a science
classroom. This caused both significant flooding in the classroom as well as in the
hallway on the first floor. Thankfully, no one was injured.

As a school, our priorities are to ensure the safety of our students and the stability of our
school location. How do we make certain that, during breaks and between language and
cultural classes, our students stay safe? How do we secure our place in Winter Park High
School Ninth Grade Center for years to come? We have held multiple meetings with
both the school board and our PTA to discuss these issues, and we welcome any further
suggestions and assistance from you.

In the meetings, we made the following decisions. First of all, attendance must be taken
accurately in all language and cultural classes. Secondly, 10 minutes before and after
every class, there must be parents or volunteers patrolling the hallways to ensure order. If
students are misbehaving, they will report to the school. Lastly, younger children (i.e.,
those in the Pre-K, Young Beginner, and ZhuYin/PinYin classes) must be escorted by
their parents to sign in and out of the classrooms. If the parent cannot do so, then the
student’s teacher will accompany the student to school board members or the PTA in the
cafeteria to be looked after. We hope that with these preventative measures, we can avoid
future accidents.



Finally, I’d like to express my sincerest appreciation for all the volunteers who helped
clean up the flood. Many thanks to Mr. Bernard McShea and Ms. Tanya Kelly for their
prompt reporting of the situation to PTA President Jiang and Officers Belinda Ding and
Sandra Chen; to professor Chow and Mrs. Chow for their concern and visit to our school;
to all those who worked tirelessly until 8pm that day to clean, including Simon Choy and
his family, Brian Hollis and his family, Director Lan, Director Xie, school custodian Mr.
Batson, and many other student volunteers. Finally, we are greatly appreciative of school
president Zhou, CAACF president He, and many school board members for their
assistance and efforts in turning a potentially disastrous situation into a much more
manageable one.

Despite an eventful beginning to the school year, I am excited about continually passing
along Chinese customs here in Orlando through our language and culture classes, and

look forward to a prosperous and learning-filled year for all our students.

Principal Shiow Chih Hwang



