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Dear parents, teachers, and students:
Greetings!

Time surely flies, and the year of the Tiger quietly arrived upon us. First of all, | would like to wish you all
a happy new year, and hope that you have plenty of health and peacefulness in the time to come.

| still remember the time when | took up the responsibilities of the school principal in May last year. In a
blink of an eye, the autumn semester had passed, and the spring semester is also already a third of the
way through. During this time, | am grateful for the teachers’, parents’, and students’ hard work. | am
also thankful for the Parent Teacher Association’s (PTA) support, and their work toward the cleanliness
and safety of our school. Because of their dedication, the school is able to function smoothly to
promote the language of Chinese and the Chinese culture in a land foreign to our own.

On September 26" of last year, we held the first-ever teacher appreciation party, where yours truly
taught students the processes of tea serving. At the start of the party, students from each of the classes
lined up with cups in their hands, and served tea to their teachers. Then Academic Administrator Mrs.
Tsuey-Ing Lavender read aloud letters of appreciation written by each of the classes. Former PTA
President Bob Lynch even refilled tea for the teachers. The atmosphere was filled with happiness and
gratitude. | hoped that students were able to comprehend the value of the Chinese culture that is to
respect teachers. The teacher appreciation party came to a perfect conclusion when the teachers were
presented gifts of gratitude.

The 2010 spring semester has been a very active one. Aside from the Chinese classes and the cultural
classes on Saturdays, we also participated in the Chinese New Year party held by the Chinese American
Association of Central Florida (CAACF) on February 6". Seven students from our folk dance class, and
David Pon from the practical Chinese class, performed in this event. | would like to express my thanks to
Mr. Dong-Yang Liu for volunteering to instruct the dance class, Mrs. Grace Feng for leading the students
in their performance, and Ms. Michelle Pan for communicating with everyone via telephone and email.
Also special thanks to Dr. David Pon for delaying his travel plans to join us in reciting Chinese poems and
self-introducing in fluent Chinese.

On February 13" we were invited to a local library to introduce to others the Chinese New Year
festivities. We prepared many programs and performances that represent the Chinese culture,
including calligraphy, Chinese Yo-Yo, folk dances, art of paper cutting, etc. Through this event our guests
had a chance to see the beauty in the Chinese culture and enjoy the passion in celebrating a national
holiday, all in all a very successful cultural exchange experience outside of our school. Mr. Gary Lau,
Vice President of CAACF, video recorded the entire event, capturing all the fond memories for us to
treasure. Robert and Nancy Chung embraced the responsibilities of hosting the event, and their Chinese
Yo-Yo performance also won much applause from everybody. Mrs. Suh-Lian Yang took time out of her
busy schedule to demonstrate the art of paper cutting which impressed the audience. Mrs. Bih-Yueh
Luo’s calligraphy, dance performance from four students led by Mrs. Susan Hoeh from CAACF, and
another dance performance from five students led by Mrs. Salinda Chen from our Chinese school all
received much applause from the audience. Volunteers such as Mr. Wu, Mr. Tom Hwang, and Mr.



Kenny Chen set up and decorated the location in the shortest time possible. Kenny also dressed up as
the Money God and passed out red envelopes prepared by Mrs. Suh-Lian Yang to the young and the
elderly, filling the air with joy and warmth. To all that everyone had done to make the event possible, |

give you my sincerest gratitude.

On February 27" our school held the first Lantern Festival celebration, with activities such as riddle-
solving, lantern-making, and glutinous rice dumpling-making, etc. The riddle-solving competition was
hosted by the PTA President Mrs. Joanna Kiang and Academic Administrator Mrs. Tsuey-Ing Lavender,
and the excitement of solving riddles was definitely infectious. Mrs. Sung taught the making of lanterns;
Mrs. Vivian Yang demonstrated the preparation of glutinous rice balls; and Mrs. Bih-Yueh Luo and other
parents helped in cooking the rice balls for everyone to taste. This was a very successful event that
incorporates life and culture into the learning process. | am grateful for all teachers and parents who
volunteered their time, energy, and talent, and | also thank Mr.Simon Choy and Mrs. Isbeal Liu for their
hard work in photography during the event.

The successful completion of an activity requires many people’s support and teamwork. In the past six
months, | received so much of it from so many people, resulting in success after success in our cultural
events. For that | cannot say thank you enough. In performing my duties at the Chinese school, | always
embrace the mindset of appreciating everyone, every matter, every second, and in every possible way.
There are two important activities still in the works for this semester: Mother’s Day appreciation party
on May 8", and Chinese school 30 year anniversary celebration on May 15", | look forward to
everybody’s encouragement, support, and effort, and | also welcome constructive criticism with open

arms.

Thank you very much!

Sincerely,

Shiow-Chih Hwang



